


Pullout Notice Denied: Session Defers Issue 
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Ford administration officials said 
yesterday that all foreign, forces should with- 
draw. from Angola “the sooner the better,” 
but they denied receiving notice that South’ 
Africa is pulling out its troops “within'48 
hours;” 

The United States 'wanted South Africa to 
announce before the opening of the 46-nation 
Organization of African Unity conference in 
■Addis Ababa yesterday thatit.is prepared to 
remove its forcesfrom Angola. 

The presence of. Pretoria’s troops there, 
reinforcing. American-supported-Angolan 
anti-communist factions, has put the United 
States on the spot and has undercut U.S. 
demands for Withdrawal of Soviet advisers 
and5,000 to 7, 500 Cuban troops supporting the 
otherside. 

U.S. sources said it is unlikely, although not 
impossible,, that South Africa would 
precipitously pull all its troops out of Angola, 
without bargaining for something in return; 
At "the most, these sources said, they were 
hoping for an announcement of intention to 
withdrawrather than an actual pullout. 

Authoritative U.S. sources said late 
yesterday that South Africa has made clear 
that it plans at a minimum to keep in. place its 
troops who are just over the Angolan border., 
to guard the Cunene hydroelectric project, 
until the safety of that plant is assured. Other 
South African troops are deeper in Angola. 

A spokesman at the South African embassy, 
in Washington reaffirmed that position 
yesterday. The Cunene plant, about 15 miles 
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ADDIS ABABA, Jan. 8— African foreign 
ministers met here today to begin 
preparations for a summit meeting on Angola 
and almost immediately ended their meeting' 
in what observers saw as an admission thaC 
the issues is too hot- for them to handle. 

After meeting for less than three hours, the 
ministers announced that they had agreed on 
an agenda for the summit session scheduled 
to begin Saturday— ^he problem of 
Angola”— and were, turning the matter over 
to their chiefs of state to debate and take 
action on. 

Observers here could recall no precedent 
for Such an abrupt action and said it showed 
that the Angola issub is too explosive and 
divisive for the foreign ministers themselves 
to deal with, despite the. growing expectation 
here that the Cuban- and Soviet-backed 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola will be recognized by the Organization 
of African Unity as Angola’s sole legitim ate 
government. 

Keynote speeches at the ministers’ session 
made it clear that South Africa— which with 
the United States is backing the Popular 
Movement’s two rivals— will be the main 
target for attack, and condemnation and 
probably the main rallying point for African 
unity at a meeting otherwise deeply split over 
how to resolve the Angolan crisis. 

To date, 21 of the OAU’s 46 member states 
have recognized the Popular Movement, 
while none has yet recognized the Western- 
backed alliance of the Popular Movement’s 
opponents, the National Front for the 
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inside Angola’s border, 
supplies power to neighboring 
Southwest. Africa (Namibia). 
Pretoria’s control of Namibia 
is violently .condemned ( by 
Af-ricanmations. 

. There are an estimated 1,000 , 
to l,500 South African troops in 
Angola, ; , supporting , the 
National 'Union for the' Total 
Independence, of Angola 
(UNIT A), and the National 
Front for the. Liberation of 
Angola (NFLA). The United 
States is supplying weapons 
and money to UNITA and the 
National Front, in their fight 
against the Soviet-backed 
Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA) . 

South Africa has 
specifically acknowledged 
only that it has forces 
protecting the Cunene project. 

• On Wednesday night the 
National Broadcasting Co.- 
said in a television report that 
the United States “has 
received 1 word the South 
Africans will be out of Angola 
within 48. hours.” Other news 
.agencies -subsequently 
reported variations of that 
■ account. 

White House press 
secretary Ron Nessen said 
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yesterday, “We have received 
no official word that South 
.Africa is withdrawing troops” 
from the Angolan civil war. 
Many listeners interpreted 
Nessen’s language as an of- 
ficial hedge, for the: United 
States • insists it- is .“not- 
cooperating” with South 
Africa, but is engaged only in 
an “exchange of intelligence.” 

But other sources said the 
United "States has no in- 
formation oni an actual troop 
withdrawal, . although these 
sources have said that South 
African troops in Angola 
recently have become “less 
active.” 

. South Africa prevented its 
own newspapers yesterday 
from publishing the NBC 
report. In Cape Town, .a 8 
Defense Ministry spokesman, 
when asked if the report was 
accurate, said, “To the best of 
my knowledge— no. ’ ’ 

South African Defense 
Minister Pieter Botha 
yesterday avoided the specific- 
subject. He said in a 
statement that appeared 
timed to the OAU meeting in 
Addis Ababa: 

“On many occasions in the 
past we have emphasized that . 



South Africa, has no claim in 
Angola and that we would like 
to see Angola as a free .add 
independent country— free 
from interference, on the part 
of outside forces.” 

Ford administration, South 
Africa, and many other.' anti- 
communist governments in- 
Europe and in Africa are 
. trying to head off an OAU 
condemnation of South Africa 
that does not also, reproach the. 
Soviet Union and Cuba. 

State Department 
spokesman Robert L. Funseth 
reiterated yesterday, “We 
want all foreign forces but of 
Angola, and the sooner the 
better.” 

The spokesman rejected as 
“completely unwarranted” 
Nigeria’s attack Tuesday on 
President Ford’s private 
letter to Nigeria and other 
African governments. The 
letter said the United States 
would not “stand ily by” if 
Soviet and Cuban intervention 
in Angola continues. . 

Nigeria’s government- 
controlled newspapers said 
Mr. Ford’s letter to head of 
state Brig. Gen. Murtala 
Muhammet insulted African 
intelligence and “the dignity ' 
of the black man.” 




